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What does the Stroke System do? 

• Provides a platform for statewide work that can 
get the patient to definitive care as soon as 
possible. 
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Statewide Stroke Accomplishments 

• Eligible stroke victims receiving clot busting 
drugs increased from 30.9% in 2010 to 80.9% in 
2013 

• 5 of 6 tertiary hospitals have achieved Primary 

• Stroke Center status 

• Consensus acute stroke treatment guidelines 

• Training for EMS, CAH, and tertiary hospitals 
on stroke care 

• EMS and tertiary partners on stroke care 
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Stroke Accomplishments Continued 

• Statewide Stroke Registry 

• Care delivered in ND compared to national 
standards, & nationwide performance data 

• Public education campaign 

▫ Encourage activating emergency stroke care by 
dialing 9-1-1 
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Participating Hospital Advisory 
Council (PHAC)  

  Members 
 

• Molly Byrne – Sanford Fargo 
• Ahren Dosch – Essentia Fargo 
• Brandi Ellison-Sanford Bismarck 
• JuLann Wiseman– CHI St. 

Alexius –  Bismarck 
• Jerilyn Alexander – Trinity Minot 
• Sandy Kovar – Altru Grand Forks 
• Nikki Johnson – Cooperstown 
• Nikki Mack – Jamestown 
• Jamie Nienhuis – Langdon 
• Mary Miller– Rugby 

 
 

 
 

• Shawn Smothers – Kenmare  
• Doris Vigen – Mayville 
• June Herman – AHA Midwest 

Affiliate 
• Pam Moe – AHA 
• Shila Thorson – NDDoH 
• Tom Nehring – NDDoH 
• Jody Ward and Julie Frankl – 

Center for Rural Health 
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Participating Hospital Advisory Council 
(PHAC) Activity 

 

• Meets monthly 
 Serve as a liaison for CAHs (Regionally, SSCTF and other 

Stakeholders). 

 Goal of the council is to carry out specific tasks as directed 
by the SSCTF. 

 
• CAH Stroke Banners 
• Acute Stroke Treatment Guidelines 
• Stroke Algorithm Poster 
• Stroke Toolkit – Education Modules   
• Stroke Folders 
• Quality Focus on GWTG Data 
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Acute Stroke Treatment Guidelines Algorithm 
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5 Modules for Stroke Toolkit 
• Module 1 – Basics of Stroke  

 
• Module 2 – Stroke Awareness and the EMS Provider 

 
• Module 3 – Neuro Assessment/Checks 

 
• Module 4 – Inclusion/Exclusion Criteria for Thrombolytic 

(tPA) Therapy 
 
• Module 5 – Stroke, Guide to Care of the Hospitalized Patient 

with Ischemic Stroke 
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Contact Information 
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Shila Thorson 
ND Department of Health, 
Division of EMS & Trauma 
smthorson@nd.gov  

Jody Ward 

UND Center for Rural 
Health School of Medicine 
and Health Sciences 

Jody.ward@med.und.edu 


